
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PRESS RELEASE  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Studentenwerk Würzburg  
 
Andrea Bala  
Culture, International Affairs, Press and Public Relations  
Am Studentenhaus 
97072 Würzburg 
 
Email: andrea.bala@studentenwerk-wuerzburg.de 

 
 
Monday, 15 June 2020 

 
 
 
 
 

 

PRESS RELEASE by the Bavarian Studentenwerk institutions dated 15 June 2020 
 
Interim financial aid available to students facing financial difficulties as a result of the 
coronavirus pandemic: 
 

• Up to €500 per month for students in need in the form of non-repayable grants 
• For up to 3 months  
• €100 million in emergency funds provided by the German Federal Ministry of 

Education and Research (BMBF)  
 
In April 2020, Federal Minister of Education and Research Anja Karliczek announced the 
launch of an interim financial aid (Überbrückungshilfe) programme for students facing 
financial difficulties as a result of the coronavirus pandemic. The BMBF will provide a 
total of €100 million in emergency funds. Applications for financial aid under the 
programme can be submitted by eligible students as of Tuesday, 16 June 2020, 12 noon. 
Applications must be submitted online. The funds made available by the BMBF are being 
managed by Deutsches Studentenwerk (DSW). In Bavaria, award decisions will be made 
by the competent local Studentenwerk institutions. Financial aid will be in the form of 
non-repayable grants. Grant rates will depend on the bank balance of grantees. 

 
Mathias M. Meyer, spokesman of the Bavarian Studentenwerk institutions and Director of 
Studentenwerk Erlangen-Nürnberg, said: “The much-needed interim financial aid programme 
helps our students meet their living costs without going into debt. The DSW’s IT service provider 
is currently developing a system for the processing of applications. All Studentenwerk 
institutions are doing their best to ensure that the money can be paid out as soon as possible.”  
 
Achim Meyer auf der Heyde, Secretary General of Deutsches Studentenwerk, said: “We are 
fully aware that many students urgently need financial help and that they had expected to 
receive that help earlier. But this is an ambitious project. We had just a few weeks to develop a 
completely new web-based funding procedure for the nationwide interim financial aid 
programme. It is important to us that students are now able to apply for financial aid for the 
month of June.”  
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Who can get money under the interim financial aid programme? German and international 
students who are enrolled in a programme at a state or state-accredited university and who 
were rendered unable to meet their living costs by the coronavirus pandemic and do not have 
access to sufficient support from other sources (e.g. financial assistance under the BAföG Act, 
scholarships, loans, maintenance payments from their parents). 
 

Those students can apply for interim financial aid for the months of June, July and August 2020 
at: 
 

www.ueberbrueckungshilfe-studierende.de. 

 

Grant funds will be paid out for one month at a time. Students will need to submit separate 
applications for each month. How much money grantees will get depends on the extent of their 
financial difficulties. Students with a demonstrated need for financial aid will receive €100, €200, 
€300, €400 or €500 per application, depending on their bank balance. 

 

Applicants will need to submit the following documents: an enrolment certificate 
(Immatrikulationsbescheinigung) for the current semester, an identity document, bank details for 
an account in Germany, bank statements from the past few months for all of their accounts as 
well as self-declarations giving details about the cause of their financial difficulties and stating 
that they expect to complete their degree programme successfully. The grant funds can be 
expected to be transferred to the grantee’s bank account within one week from the date of 
approval of the application (it is planned that the Studentenwerk will start processing 
applications in late June). 

 

The interim financial aid programme is one of several initiatives launched by the German 
Federal Government in an effort to help students cope with their current social and financial 
challenges. In addition, the KfW student loan is currently offered interest-free until 31 March 
2021 and is now also available to international students. 
 

More information can be found at: www.ueberbrueckungshilfe-studierende.de.  
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